Young Women'’s Initiation into Adulthood - FAQ

1. What does Sacred Fire's Young Women's Initiation offer?

Initiation is a supported personalized journey for a cohort of young women to step into adulthood. It
offers a genuine sacred passage that:

Works with the spiritual nature of what's stirring at this stage of life.

Provides a safe and sacred container to explore the unknown supported by a village of mature
adults.

Helps candidates discover who they're becoming, not who others want them to be.

Offers a practical and effective way to invest in future generations by helping young women step
into adulthood in a real and embodied way.

We recognize that the journey to initiation requires readiness. Candidates are assessed not by age alone,
but by whether they've already moved through certain threshold experiences — physical changes,
meaningful acts of independence, and something they've brought into being that is genuinely theirs. These
markers tell us the Impulse of Life is already in motion and ready to be met.

This isn't a program to fix anyone. It's a process designed to answer the call that's already sounding — in
a way that transforms rather than wounds, and awakens rather than suppresses.

2. What makes this approach to initiation unique — different from other coming-of-age
experiences available to young women today?

Young Women’s Initiation into Adulthood is an 8-day rite of passage designed for cis-gender young
women ages 16-25 with a longing to know themselves and successfully navigate life. It isn’t your average
outdoor nature adventure. It begins with a sacred stirring within, sometimes experienced as pondering
deeper questions about oneself and life, or facing a serious personal challenge.

What's stirring in young women at this age isn't just psychological or physical — it's spiritual. It's the
heart awakening to deeper questions: What am I here for? What matters to me? Who am I becoming? A
spiritual response is needed to meet this natural spiritual awakening that exists in all young women when
they reach late adolescence.

Indigenous traditions understood that late adolescence and early adulthood carry a powerful spiritual
presence — what we call the Impulse of Life. This force has a heartbeat. It moves through humans at
threshold moments: birth, puberty, falling in love, pregnancy, and death. Ancestral cultures knew this
spiritual force needed to be met and catalyzed, or the transformation into adulthood would remain
incomplete.

Modern culture has largely forgotten this. We celebrate graduation, encourage therapy, acknowledge
athletic, creative and academic achievements — and these matter. But they address the social, intellectual,
and psychological dimensions of growing up. They don't touch the spiritual transformation that's also
needing attention.



Without that, young people still face difficult experiences — but instead of integrating them as growth,
those experiences can become chaotic or damaging:

e Depression can drown rather than teach
e Addiction can trap rather than transform
e Reckless behavior can wound rather than awaken

Parents reach out to counselors and therapists. Young women throw themselves into academics, sports,
activism, relationships, psychedelic retreats — searching to satisfy a hunger they can't quite name. But if
you're hungry, no amount of conversation about food will feed you. These substitutes cannot compete
with what the Impulse of Life is calling her to. This is why we see so many adults at ages 30, 40, and 50
still navigating what feels like unfinished adolescence — the spiritual force that wanted to transform them
instead got stuck.

When the soul is calling, it needs to be answered on the level of the soul — a spiritual response.

What also distinguishes this process is a 12-18-month mentorship program that supports newly-initiated
women with integrating their experience into their daily lives. Transformation needs roots to take hold —
this is how we ensure it does.

3. What are the participant requirements for initiation?

The age requirement to apply is 16 to 25 years. The application process is in depth, involving written
essays from the applicant and at least one parent or adult sponsor, plus an online interview. We
recommend applying as early as possible when you feel the impulse. Applications are welcome and
received year-round. If accepted, an applicant becomes a candidate and must complete at least three
months of preparation and attend an 8-day ritual in a location to be announced closer to the time of
initiation. A candidate must have reached her 26th birthday on the dates of initiation.

4. What do you prescribe as follow-up after initiation?

The Women’s Initiation Council provides one month of mentoring support following initiation.
Thereafter, a formal mentorship is available for 12-18 months to support the newly-initiated young
woman with integrating the experience into her life. Initiates will be paired with a mature adult grounded
in life experience and trained to support young adults as they integrate their initiation into meaningful
re-engagement with their family, friends and community. There is no additional cost for this offering.

5. What is the difference between girls' and boys' initiation?

There are fundamental differences. Boys are led outside of themselves to seek their gifts and develop
them in the world. Girls must look within.

A girl's initiation guides her to discover what is already hers — an inherent capacity for creation,
self-knowing, and deep wisdom. She need not seek it outside herself. Her gift is in who she discovers she
is. As both boys and girls come to know their gifts through this process, they become aware of what they
have to offer their community.



Young Women's Initiation awakens a girl to her sacred feminine nature — the profound, embodied
rhythm and deep knowing that lives within her. This isn't something she must earn or find elsewhere. It is
already present, waiting to be catalyzed. Through the initiation process, she comes into relationship with
this depth: her innate connection to life and her spiritual capacity to create, nurture and protect.

From that grounded recognition, everything else follows — including her ability to stand in balance with
the masculine, and to take her place as a woman in the full sense of the word.



